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Wish yow av Very Happy Diwali !!!

Khoob Surat now, Great Surat by 2020!

In the history of a city, 10 years' span is too short to bring about any radial changes,
particularly when transformations pertain to attaining the best in civic governance. But, we
proved that nothing is impossible, and a well-envisaged wonder took place in the shape of
today's 'KhoobSurat'...
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Khoob Surat now, Great Surat by 2020!

In the history of a city, 10 years' span is too short to bring about any radial changes,
particularly when transformations pertain to attaining the best in civic governance. But, we
proved that nothing is impossible, and a well-envisaged wonder took place in the shape of
today's 'KhoobSurat'.

From filth to glitz, the journey of civic transformation has been unprecedented, and today
we are among the best cities in the country in terms of civic provisions. But, sustaining the
transformation and moving further ahead for a 'Greater Surat' needs to be the priority.

Between 1960 and 1990, there had been phenomenal growth in textile and diamond
sectors here, but on the civic front no corresponding growth took place, as we could not match
the pace. But, after 1995- the year when plague broke out - Surat has metamorphosed from a
disease and filth-stricken liability into a force to reckon with in the urban league in the country.

The growth so far must be considered along with the phenomenal growth in population
here. As per the Census, the population in 1990 was about 14 lakh4 whereas today the
population is about 29.5 lakh as per an official estimate.

Not only has the urban landscape undergone a sea change in these years, but modern
infrastructure has also come up in a big way. All the four flyovers, including the longest four-
lane one at Varachha, were built post-1995. A total investment of Rs.2600 crore has been made
on developing infrastructure in the city between 1995 and 2005. But then, we need to have a
time-bound vision for not only sustaining the growth rate but accelerating it to match the
growing civic needs, as the city would have a population of about 50 to 60 lakh by 2020, going
by the average annual increase at present. To meet the cost for future growth would not be a
difficult task. Every year, we spent Rs.400 crore on capital projects. Hence, in another 15 years,
we would spend about Rs.6000 crore. Under the National Urban Renewal Mission (NURM), we
would get Rs.200 crore every year, and thus we would have about Rs.3,000 crore till 2020. In
all, Rs.9,000 crore would be available for capital projects in Surat in the next 15 years.

But, for all the growth requirement, we need to expand our city limits, as the current
limit of 112 sq km has remained static since 1986, when it got extended from the earlier 55.6
sq.km. For a greater Surat, the expansion of city limits should be from Dumas to Kamrej and
from Olpad to Palsana with Hazira and Navsari in between.

Not only should a mass rapid transit system be developed here, a full-fledged airport,
like Pudong international airport in Shanghai or Changi airport in Singapore, also needs to be
built within a short period to help the city attain world-class metro status. For transportation
within the city, either a metro rail or sky-bus or even air-conditioned mini buses would be ideal.

Apart from civic infrastructure, the city now needs world-class educational institutions.
Even a modern sports complex is required for which efforts are already underway by the SMC.
The upcoming jeweller park, city science centre, trade centre, seven-hold golf course, Tapi
riverfront project at an estimated cost of Rs.500 crore, two additional bridges on Tapi, to name
a few, would give the city a new look.

Certainly, 'Khoob-Surat' is all set to come at par with the some of the better managed
cities in the world and the SMC is committed to the 'Vision-2020' in right earnest.
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